states is reviewed in the remaining chapters. These chapters cover the work on acute injuries to the lung, the effect of systemic shock, acute pulmonary cedema, pulmonary embolism and localized pulmonary diseases such as pneumonias, neoplasms &c. These are followed by reviews of the work in chronic pulmonary hypertension, congenital anomalies, mitral stenosis and left ventricular failure, emphysema, pneumoconiosis and chronic cor pulmonale and, finally, pulmonary hypertension.
The work is reviewed succinctly in the chapters, with references at the end of each and the final author and subject index at the finish. About 80% of the references cited appeared in the last fifteen years as the author tells us when, in a postscript, he reviews the 'publication explosion' in this field! The references cover 115 journals and include work from all parts of the world.
It is particularly valuable to have such a complete review of the world literature in the pulmonary circulation presented by a pharmacologist, for much of the work cited would not otherwise be readily available to the clinician or pulmonary physiologist. These volumes certainly provide a landmark for knowing the literature in this field, attractively presented. This book has appeared at a time when there is growing interest in the so-called autoimmune diseases. The author hopes to establish that these are caused by 'crypto-infection with sub-cellular units of bacteria; that is to say, L-forms and pleuropneumonia-like organisms, including certain agents usually regarded as viruses, and also episome-like units, capable of synthesizing or inducing the synthesis of antigens, destructive enzymes and toxins'. She rightly points out that in the 'autoimmune' diseases the unknown factor is the source of the antigen, and in contrast to those investigators who uphold the view that the body itself produces the antigen, Dr Pease suggests that the antigen could be provided by an infective agent or its sub-units. She believes that pleuropneumonia-like organisms and some viruses are of bacterial origin, and that tiny sub-units incapable of independent existence may act as episomes which modify the genetic processes of the host cell and so lead to production of 'foreign' antigens. Corynebacteria are particularly favoured as possible 'parents' of these entities.
In twelve chapters, these ideas are developed in considerable detail. Much of the material presented is necessarily speculative and will probably lead to sharp raising of many conventional eyebrows, but in the opinion of the reviewer it deserves careful consideration. All theories of 'autoimmune' disease are at present unsatisfactory, and in some ways the views expressed in this book seem to make good biological sense. What is needed to strengthen the case is more direct evidence for the existence of the postulated entities in the diseases under discussion. The book can be strongly recommended as a source of thought-provoking ideas. He has preserved the pattern of previous volumes. Abstracts of papers occupying 1-2 pages are followed by editorial comments, which are personal, penetrating and very readable. As one reads an abstract one finds oneself eagerly looking forward to Dr Schwartz's comments (rather like reading Gibbon for the footnotes).
The year book is extremely valuable for anyone attempting to keep within hailing distance of the advances in endocrinologyindeed it is indispensable. D A PYKE Review ofPhysiological Chemistry by Harold A Harper PhD 10th ed pp 469 50s Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical Publications 1965 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications This book, bound in cardboard covers, deals first with the chemistry of compounds of biological interest, including an unusually full discussion of porphyrins and a chapter on the chemistry and physiological role of the vitamins. Chapters on enzymes, biologic oxidation, extracellular fluids, respiration, digestion and absorption and detoxication follow and there are accounts of the main metabolic pathways occurring in the body. Finally there are sections on individual organs and tissues, minerals, hormones and nutrition and useful, though compressed, appendices on physical and organic chemistry. Many helpful charts of metabolic reactions and the inclusion of much recent work enhance the usefulness of this book.
As befits a work intended for physicians, the contributions of biochemistry to medicine are
